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Ambassador Y. Mayer, Rabbi D. Lau, Professor D. Cassuto, Ambassador Y. Hubner, Hans De Leeuw, Yigal Danino 

Yehoshua Jason Friedberg 

Hans De Leeuw 

 
 

 
The Oldest Bar Mitzvah Ever 

WWII Hero Celebrated his Bar Mitzvah at age 91 
 

It all started with a chance meeting between Hans De Leeuw and Mr. 

Yitzchak Mayer at a convention in Bratislava where Hans was honored as a 

WWII war hero.  When Hans learned that a past Israeli Ambassador was 

present at the convention, he requested a meeting.  When Yitzchak learned 

that  Hans De Leeuw - Eliezer Ben Moshe never had a Bar Mitzvah he was 

determined to ensure that Hans fulfill his dream.   

 

Yitzchak, a dear friend of Keren Yaldenu who knows of the organization's 

history of closing gaps and opening horizons while ensuring Jewish 

continuity, and of the organization's many programs to promote Jewish identity - knew that Keren 

Yaldenu would be the perfect platform through which this Bar Mitzvah could be conducted.   The 

sidduch was made.  
 

 

 

This unique Bar Mitzvah for the oldest Bar Mitzvah boy to ever celebrate 

this occasion  with boys and girls from the Tikvatenu Center in Kiryat 

Shmona was conducted as part of the Keren Yaldenu Yehoshua 

Friedberg  Jewish Identity Program that commemorates Yehoshua 

Jason Friedberg - a modern day hero who lost his life while serving 

Israel as an IDF soldier. 
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Teffilin for Eliezer Ben Moshe presented by Professor David Cassuto 

Ambassador Hubner presents Bat Mitzvah Girls with candelabra 

The Bar Mitzvah Boys – From Generation to Generation 

 

 

During the Bar Mitzvah ceremony, the 

themes of Jewish resistance, heroics 

and continuity were natural partners to 

the traditional transition to Bar Mitzvah.  

Ambassador Yitzchak Mayer and Hans 

De Leeuw both left Belgium when it was 

overrun by the Nazis, on the same train, 

each to his own destiny.   

 

Hans spoke of his experience as a 

combat soldier.  In his opening remarks, 

Hans quoted Franklin D. Roosevelt, 

saying The only thing that we have to fear is 

fear itself.   He then went on to tell the story of 

the battle that he fought at Normandy as a 

commander when he was awoken and told 

that enemy troops were surrounding him and 

his men. Hans recalled how he conquered his 

fear and approached the dangerous area 

ahead of his men.  Luckily, the area was clear 

and Hans can today tell his story.  

 

Although he was among those who fought 

at Normandy and helped this turning point 

battle change the future, Hans does not 

consider himself a hero.  He declared "…. 

the Nazis were taking over Europe.  All of 

my loved ones were in danger.  I felt that I 

must take up arms and help fight for the 

liberation of Europe – anyone who was 

physically able and did not join these 

forces was a traitor. – I'm no hero."  
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I Belong 

Bar Mitzvah Ophir Tzabari 

Bnai Mitzvah from Kiryat Shmona and families  

 

 

 

Rabbi David Lau of Modiin, 

descendent of the famous Lau family 

that went through the Holocaust, 
spoke of the importance of tefilin for a 

Jew as a link in the chain of Jewish 

continuity.  Ambassador Yehudit 

Hubner presented the bat mitzvah 

girls with candelabras.  
 

Professor David Cassuto, chairman of 

Keren Yaldenu, who presented the bar mitzvah boys with 

talit and tefilin, shared his experience as a child in 

Europe during WWII when he was hidden by a Christian 

family who saved his life when his parents were sent to 

Auschwitz, and of his personal experience in Israel when 

his mother was killed while serving the Jewish People 

during Israel's War of Independence. Yigal Danino 

conveyed special thanks to Mr. Pinchas Rothschild, Dr. 

Michael Cohen and Rabbi Zecharyia Avigal - friends of 

Keren Yaldenu who took part in this celebration. 

 

The bar mitzvah boys and girls of Kiryat Shmona, from 

the local Keren Yaldenu Tikvatenu Center and their 

parents were exceptionally excited to be partners in this most unique 

Bar Mitzvah.  Although they took part in the Center's Jewish identity 

program prior to the grand celebration, their feelings of pride at being 

coupled with Jewish heroes like Hans De Leeuw and Yehoushua 

Friedberg enhanced their feelings of pride as expressed by Ophir 

Tzabari who when thanking all those who made this special Bar 

Mitzvah possible, thanked Hans De Leeuw for all that he did during 

WWII when he fought the Nazi villains to assure Jewish survival and a 

better world. Ophir spoke on behalf of all the children from Northern 

Kiryat Shmona that has suffered terror and acts of war more than any 

other Israeli city. 
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Tefillin at the Kotel  

 

 

This unique celebration honoring Hans De Leeuw and Israeli boys and girls from Kiryat 

Shmona, symbolizes the determination of the Jewish People to ensure Jewish continuity as 

well as the important part played by the Jewish People in the War against the Nazis. 

 

Emotions ran high at this most moving 

event.  Although having dreamt of this event 

for a long time, Hans was himself surprised 

at the extent of the emotions he felt during 

and following the ceremony at the Kotel, 

where for the first time ever, he wore tefilin 

and was called to the Torah by his Jewish 

name – Eliezer Ben Moshe Halevy. With 

tears in his eyes, Hans expressed his 

feelings of belonging to the Jewish People.  

"Now we are family" he said.  The feeling of 

family is important to everyone.   Hans was 

excited to share this special 

occasion with large portions of his 

extended family – children and 

grandchildren of his deceased 

identical twin who live in Israel, and 

those who came from the US and 

Europe to join him on this special 

day. Daughter Helen who is most 

dedicated to her father and 

accompanies him on all overseas 

trips said "There is nothing more 

important than family".  

 

The unique experiences of this special man are of great interest to many including former Minister   

Dr. Ephraim Sneh and Dr. David Altman of the Netanya Academic College who invited Hans to 

speak to College students regarding the contribution of Jews to the efforts of the Allies during 

World War II.  Hans De Leeuw was welcomed by two retired brigadier-generals and by Dr. Altman 

who was excited to be part of this Yehoshua Friedberg Jewish identity program that connects 

Jewish heroes that have fought to ensure the continuity of the Jewish People – during World War  

Hans De Leeuw with Kiryat Shmona Bar Mitzvah Boys at Kotel 
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II, men like Hans De Leeuw -  in modern Israel, in the IDF, men like Yehoshua Friedberg – and 

civilians, people like the children in border towns like Kiryat Shmona.  Students at the college were 

mesmerized by the story that Hans told of his determination to fight the Nazis who were 

threatening the very lives of all those dear to him.  

 

The Bar Mitzvah was covered by Israeli and foreign press.  The leading Israeli paper to cover the 

story was Yediot Achronot. AP brought the story to international audiences. Radio interviews with 

Hans again exposed his feelings of belonging and his drive  to connect with the younger 

generation and instill among them an obligation to make the world a better place by doing things 

for others – not only for personal gain.  Hans feels that one of the most problematic issues to day is 

poverty.  He feels that to be a man is to join the war against poverty.   

 

When asked why he never before had a Bar Mitzvah Hans replied "If the War never occurred, I 

would have never had a Bar Mitzvah"  Hans, born to a totally assimilated Jewish family in 

Roterdam Holland, did not have a Bar Mitzvah at age 13 because it was unimportant to his family.   

The War made his Jewish background important and today after a lifetime detached from Jewish 

life he now feels that the feelings of Jewish belonging fulfill his life.  In Israel, says Hans, and in 

particular following my Bar Mitzvah, I feel that I belong.  I have uncovered my Jewish identity. 


